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Chapter 1: Introduction and Background Information

Introduction

Communities throughout the country recognize that park land, recreation trails, and natural areas are key
components of high-quality living environments. Open spaces provide a community with many benefits. These
include supplying opportunities for outdoor recreation, promoting and accommodating a healthy lifestyle for
residents, enhancing the aesthetic quality of a community, increasing property values, attracting visitors and tourists,
shaping development patterns, and protecting the natural environment. With the development of this Plan, the
Village of Slinger has recognized the importance of providing quality recreational opportunities to its residents
and visitors.

The recommendations presented in the Comprehensive Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan for the Village of
Slinger will guide the acquisition, preservation, and development of land for parks, recreation trails, and other
open spaces in the Village to meet the needs of a changing population. Such recommendations will also serve to
protect and enhance the community’s natural resource base into the future. Although this Plan addresses the long-
range park and open space needs of the community, it focuses more specifically on recommendations for
development over the next five and ten years. This Plan is also intended to incorporate, refine, and update the
findings and recommendations presented in the Village’s previous Comprehensive Park, Recreation, and Open
Space Plan.

This Plan was prepared in accordance with guidelines that will make it certifiable by the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WisDNR) and qualify the Village for matching grant funds through the Federal Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) and the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. The Plan must be updated
every five years to ensure that it reflects the current needs of the community and retains its WisDNR certification.

The development and adoption of this plan occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. During
this period, it has become increasingly important to provide options for residents to spend
time outside and recreate safely. While long-term impacts of the pandemic are still not
known, in the future there may be a greater demand for park acreage and changes in the
types of facilities desired. The Village will monitor changes in recreation needs in the coming

yeadrs and will consider adjustments to this Plan as needed.Park Facility Classifications

The park and open space planning process begins with the definition and classification of various park and open
space facilities. The following is a list of the classifications of park and open space facilities used by this Plan.
These definitions are used in later chapters of this Plan to measure the Village’s performance against its
established local standards for the provision of parkland. These standards are described in greater detail in
Chapter 5.

Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks are designed to provide both active and possible short-term recreation activities. In addition
to playground equipment for preschool and school age children, facilities are likely to include open lawn, paved
court areas, shelters, wading pools, outdoor ice rinks, and some off-street parking. Trees, open fields, and
undeveloped natural areas are also desirable components of neighborhood parks.

Community Parks

A community park is designed and developed for diversified use and contains facilities not found in a
neighborhood park. It serves several neighborhoods, or in the case of small communities, it may serve the entire
community. A community park is an area of diverse environmental quality. Community parks may include areas

suited for intense recreational facilities such as athletic complexes and large swimming pools as well as having
natural qualities suitable for passive outdoor recreation such as walking, sitting, relaxing, and picnicking. Desirable
facilities in community parks include those in neighborhood parks, along with swimming facilities, lighted ballfields,
tennis courts, community centers, and adequate off-street parking. It is important that community parks be located
on or near major thoroughfares and easily accessible by pedestrians and bicyclists. Landscaping and natural areas
are also desirable in a community park.
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Conservancy and Open Space Areas

Permanently protected areas of environmental significance or sensitivity, usually with public access and trails, but
with limited opportunities for active recreational use. Acquisition of conservancy areas often has secondary benefits
such as flood control or enhancement of adjacent private property values. May include water bodies, floodplains,
wetlands, shorelines and shoreland setback areas, drainageways, stormwater management basins, environmental
corridors, wildlife habitat, areas of endangered plant or animal species, prairie remnants or restoration areas,
scenic vistas, or environmentally constrained lands or open spaces as recommended in other adopted components
of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan. May also be appropriate for utilities and walking trails.

School Facilities

School parks have many of the same characteristics
as neighborhood or community parks, depending on
their size. School parks primarily serve as locations
for active recreational facilities associated with
school functions; however, these sites can and do
benefit the surrounding community during off-school
hours. These parks may be owned and maintained
by the municipality or the school district, but are
open to all residents when not in use by the school.

Off-Street Recreation Trails

There are two primary types of off-street recreation
trails: multi-use paths and rural walking /hiking trails.
Multi-use paths are designed to accommodate
bicyclists, walkers, runners, in-line skaters, etc. Such
facilities are often located along railroad and street rights-of-way, rivers and lakeshores, and through parks and
environmental corridors. In addition to their recreational benefits, multi-use paths often play a role in essential
nonmotorized transportation. They can be an integral part in a community-wide bicycle network consisting both off-
street trails and on-street bicycle facilities such as bicycle lanes.

Although this Plan presents general recommendations regarding location for on-street bike facilities, more detailed
recommendations would require an in-depth analyses of the Village's road network, including traffic patterns and
street widths.

Rural trails provide connections between urbanized areas, and access to parks and open space areas. Walkways
may be restricted to pedestrian use because of environmental conditions or surfacing materials. In certain locations,
they may also be suitable for equestrian and/or bicycle use. Rural walkways are often sited along creeks, streams,
rivers, field boundaries, and other natural linear systems.

This Plan presents recommendations for the location of future off-street recreation trails. However, the design and
type of such facilities will not be identified in this Plan.

Description of Planning Area

The planning area includes all lands currently within the Village of Slinger’s municipal limits and within the Village’s
adopted 1V2-mile extraterritorial jurisdiction, which extends into the Towns of Polk, Hartford, Addison, and West
Bend. State statutes enable the Village to plan (including park and recreation planning) within its extraterritorial
jurisdiction.

Demographics of the Village of Slinger

Population
Over the past 30 years, the Village has grown rapidly from 2,340 residents in 1990 to over double that figure in

2018 with 5,330 residents. The most explosive growth occurred during the 1990s and 2000s, where the Village
grew by 54%. However, since 2010, growth has decreased sharply to only 5% over the past 8 years. This is an
outcome of the Great Recession and housing market collapse that occurred in 2008.
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Figure 1.1 Village of Slinger Population, 1980-2018

2018 5,330

2010 5,068

2000 3,901

1990 2,340

1980 1,612

- 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Population Projections

Prediction of the rate of future population growth is challenging and somewhat inexact. It should be noted that
Slinger’s actual future population will depend on social and economic trends, market conditions, attitudes toward
growth, and development regulations. The figure below depicts a chosen set of population projections.

These projections were derived using a variety of methodologies:

e Compounded Growth Rate for 1990-2018, 2000-2018, and 2010-2018. These projections are determined
utilizing the annual average percentage change over the time period and extrapolating that rate forward to
2040. The average annual percentage change for the three time periods ranged from 0.6% to 2% growth.

e Llinear Growth Rate for 1990-2018, 2000-2018, 2010-2018. These projections were calculated using the
average annual population change over the time period and projecting that rate forward to 2040. The
average annual population change for the various time periods ranged from 33 to 107 new people per year.

e Department of Administration (DOA) Projection. In 2013, the State Department of Administration forecasted
population change for all communities in Wisconsin based on 2010 U.S. Census data. While the Census data is
over ten years old, the DOA’s projections for the Village of Slinger between 2015 and 2020 have generally
held true.

As expected, the seven population projections result in a wide range of population growth scenarios. Projections
for Slinger’s 2040 population range from 6,051 to 14,226, an increase of approximately 811 to 8,896 people.
Tables containing all seven population projection scenarios are included in the Appendix. After considering the
various population growth scenarios, the Village will use the Linear Growth Rate Projection: 2000-2018 (which is
based on actual population growth between 2000 and 201 8) to calculate future park land demand. With a
projected 2040 population of 7,077, this projection was chosen because it represents both pre- and post-Recession
trends but is also more modest, and likely more representative, than many of the other projections calculated.

Note: The Village’s Comprehensive Plan (2017) used the Wisconsin DOA projections, which projected a 2040
population of 7,330. The population projections developed for this Plan are based on more recent 2018 data
rather than 2010 data.
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Figure 1.2 Village of Slinger Population Projections, 2040
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B WisDOA Population Projection M Linear Growth 2000-2018 (1)

*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990, 2000, and 2010 Census.

**Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Source: Wisconsin Department of Administration, 2013 population estimate.

1. The Linear Growth Projection was extrapolated based on the average annual population change between 2000 and
2018.

It is important for the Village to consider these projections in terms of future park and recreation planning, because
as population grows, often so does the demand for recreational facilities and programs. Strategic planning of
future park locations, facility maintenance and upgrades, and staffing allows community’s to be more adaptable
and prepared over time as the population grows and changes.

Age Distribution

The figures below present information about age demographics in Slinger. Overall, the Village is characterized by
changing demographics. Currently, approximately 14% of the population is over 65 with a median age of 40.3
years old, both metrics have increased since 2000. Additionally, 27% of the Village’s population is under 18,
which has stayed relatively the same since 2000. These trends, like those experienced in many neighboring
communities, the county, and the state, are reflective of the aging population. With these changes comes the need
to address and adapt municipal services to meet the needs of the community. In particular, an increasingly older
population will have much different park and recreation needs than young families with children.
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Figure 1.3 Median Age

2018 40.3
2010 37.2
2000 35.6
33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Figure 1.4 Percent of the Population Over 65 Years Old
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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Figure 1.5 Population by Age Group
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Race and Ethnicity

Slinger is characterized by a predominately White population. This data depicts a relatively homogeneous
population. However, it is important to be cognizant of any future race or ethnicity shifts that may occur, as
Slinger’s park and recreation needs may evolve with social and cultural changes.

Figure 1.6 Race and Ethnicity .

99% 97% 98%
African American 0% 1% 0%
American Indian 0% 0% 0%
Asian 0% 1% 0%
Two or More 1% 1% 2%

0% 0% 0%
Hispanic and Latino 1% 2% 2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Households Characteristics

In 2018, the average household size in the Village was 2.5 persons per household and has not changed since
2000. Between 2000-2010, Slinger experienced dramatic increases in the number of new housing units. The pace
of housing construction slowed down after 2020 but has picked up again in recent years.
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Related to park and recreation planning, one of the most important household characteristics to consider is the
number of households with children. In Slinger, this figure has remained relatively consistent since 2000 at 35%,
however if this percentage were to dramatically shift in either direction, that would have a significant effect on the
park and recreation facilities and programming needs of the population. This is an area that the community should

continue to monitor overtime.

e Figure 1.7 Average Household Size
2000 2010 2018
2.5 2.5 2.5

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Figure 1.8 Total Housing Units Compared to Households with Children

2,199

2018

762

2,182
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1,607
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558
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M Total Housing Units W Households With Children

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

Public Health

Parks and recreation are directly related to the community’s overall public health by providing opportunities to
participate in physical activities and promote active lifestyles. The following are key public health indicators for
Washington County and its neighboring counties, in addition to the state. This information is important to assessing
how healthy Slinger is today and areas of focus for the future.

Washington County and its neighboring counties, Ozaukee and Waukesha, are the top ranked counties in the state
in terms of overall health outcomes. This ranking considers length of life, health behaviors, clinical care, social and
economic factors, and the physical environment. This trend also matches other comparable metrics such as
percentage of adults diagnosed with diabetes and life expectancy, where Washington, Ozaukee, and Waukesha
are healthier than the state overall. However, one metric stands out from these trends: the percentage of adult
obesity in Washington County is much higher than its neighboring counties and the state. It is important to consider
these figures when prioritizing and investing in parks and recreational opportunities in the future. The Village will
also continue to monitor COVID-19 trends as they relate to park, open space, and recreation needs.
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________ Figure 1.9 Public Health Context

3 out of 72 33%

1 out of 72 24%

4 out of 72 26%

71 out of 72 34%

| Wisconsin V2 31%

*2020 health outcomes rankings are a combination of factors including length of life, quality of life, health behaviors,
clinical care, social and economic factors, and physical environment.

Source: 2020 County Health Rankings, University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute.

Figure 1.10 Public Health Context Continued

Diagnosed with
Diabetes* Leading Cause of Death** Life Expectancy***

5% Cancer (200 per 100,000) 80.4
5% Heart Disease (273 per 100,000) 81.8
8% Cancer (190 per 100,000) 81.5
10% Heart Disease (199 per 100,000) 77.6
| Wisconsin A Heart Disease (199 per 100,000) 79.6

*Source: CDC, 2016.
**Source: 2017 Wisconsin Public Health Profiles. Wisconsin Department of Health Services.
**%Source: Life Expectancy in Wisconsin 2010-2014. Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 2016.

Physical Characteristics of the Village of Slinger

Slinger has a gently rolling landscape with two particularly steep hills: the water tower hill and the hill between
Fireman’s Park Annex and Fireman’s Park Upper. There are no major water features within the Village, though

there are small streams, ponds, and some wetlands. Canadian National and Wisconsin & Southern rail lines cut
through the Village, with the Canadian National line heading north and the Wisconsin & Southern line heading

northwest.

The Village continues to grow, with new homes built
each year, predominately on the far north and
south sides of the Village. In the older areas of the
Village, some degree of redevelopment and infill
development is likely to occur, resulting in additional
residential units. Population growth and
development will likely continue over the five-year
life of this Plan. The Village of Slinger covers
approximately 5.31 square miles. Based on current
population estimates, the population density is
approximately 1,031 people per square mile.

A map from the Village of Slinger Comprehensive
Plan depicting environmental features in Slinger and
the surrounding area is below.
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Map 1.1: Natural Resources, Village of Slinger Comprehensive Plan
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Topography
In general, the topography in Slinger is level to gently rolling, with low-lying areas associated with perennial
stream valleys and wetland areas. The slopes in Slinger range significantly, given its location within the Kettle
Moraine. Much of the developed areas are on gently sloped areas (0-11%); however, the Village has a significant
number of areas with steep slope s(12-20%), and a
few areas with slopes greater than 20%. These
slopes are a primary contributor to the unique
development pattern in Slinger, with many winding
and meandering streets.

Water Resources
Slinger is located largely within the Rock River
watershed — part of the larger Mississippi River

drainage system. The easternmost portion of the
Village is located within the Milwaukee River
watershed, which is part of the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River drainage system. There are no lakes
in Slinger. There are lakes nearby, namely Big
Cedar Lake, north of Slinger, in West Bend, and
Pike Lake, west of Slinger, in Hartford. Both are
considered to be major lakes (i.e., more than 50
acres). Mud Lake is south of Slinger in the Town of Polk and is considered a minor lake. Within Slinger, there are
about 11 miles of perennial and intermittent rivers and streams. Floodplains in Slinger encompass approximately
1,195 acres, or about 12% of the Village.

Environmental Corridors and Isolated Natural Areas

According to the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC), there are approximately 604
acres of primary environmental corridor in Slinger. This constitutes about 18% of the Village. These corridors are
generally located along perennial and intermittent streams and contain woodlands, wetlands, and wildlife habitat
areas.

Small concentrations of isolated natural areas are present in Slinger. These areas are disconnected from
environmental corridors by urban development or agricultural uses, yet still play important roles such as providing
wildlife habitat, good locations for passive parks and nature study areas, and natural diversity in the Village.
According to SEWRPC, these areas comprise 5% of the Village.

Secondary environmental corridors serve as links between segments of primary environmental corridor and also
contain remnant resources from primary environmental corridors that have been developed for intensive
agricultural purposes or urban development. These
secondary environmental corridors facilitate surface
water drainage, maintain pockets of natural resource
features, and provide for the movement of wildlife
and the dispersal of plant seeds. Slinger currently
has no secondary environmental corridors, but some
may be designated in the future.

Prime Agricultural Lands

Prime agricultural land is considered to have at least
35 acres in area and at least 50% of the farm
covered with soils that meet U.S. Soil Conservation
Standards for national prime farmland or farmland
of statewide importance. Although the Village is
surrounded by a significant amount of prime
agricultural lands, there are no such lands in Slinger.
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Chapter 2: Planning Process and Public Participation

Planning Process and Opportunities for Public Input
The planning process began in January 2020 and concluded with adoption of the Plan on ____ 2020. The key steps
of the process are summarized below:

e Park Board Meetings

e Public Open House

e Park Board Recommendation
e Adoption Meetings

This section will be finalized in the final draft of this plan.

Process for Amendments

The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department should revisit
this Plan at least once annually to determine if amendments
should be brought to the Park Board. Recommended
amendments to this Plan can be brought by community
members or by Village staff to be considered by the Park
Board. In these instances, amendments can be made as
needed, using the same process used to adopt the Plan.

Summary of Past Park and Open Space Plans

Village of Slinger Outdoor Recreation Plan (1993)
This plan was prepared by the Village Park Board and provided an inventory of existing parks and open space,
detail on community needs, and recommendations for the future of the Department.

Village of Slinger Comprehensive Parks and Open Space Plan (2008)

This plan identified improvements to existing facilities that would upgrade and modernize existing facilities, in
addition to installing new facilities within existing parks. This included new baseball and t-ball facilities, picnic
areas and shelters, new playground equipment, and new lighting for ballfields.

Village of Slinger Comprehensive Park, Recreation and Open Space Plan (2014)

The most recent plan determined that the Village had an adequate number of park and recreation facilities in
accordance with National Recreation and Park Association standards. The plan identified needed improvements to
existing facilities as well as new facilities within existing parks. It also identified improvements to make facilities
ADA accessible and recommended that the Village complete a master park plan for Breuer Park.
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Chapter 3: Existing Park and Recreational Facilities

Village of Slinger Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department

The Slinger Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department is the only recreation department that serves the geographic
area within entire Slinger School District. This area, which includes communities such as Richfield and Allenton,
includes over 12,000 people, nearly double the population of the Village of Slinger. This is an important
consideration in planning for current and future recreation programming. The Department provides recreation
programs for all, including sports, enrichment, fitness, arts, wellness, and outdoor activities, serving a wide range of
residents.

The Department offers numerous sports leagues for both youth and adult participants. In 2019/2020, the
Department offered 19 different sports leagues to Slinger. Recreation guides for Slinger are printed and
available online for Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer each year.

The Forestry Department, housed within the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department, provides forestry services
with the goal of promoting the health, safety, and beauty of all trees within the Village of Slinger. The Forestry
Department provides tree removal, planting, trimming, and maintenance for approximately 1,800 trees located in
Village parks, street terraces, or in the Village rights-of-way. In addition, the Forestry Department implements the
Urban Forestry Management Plan and the Emerald Ash Borer Action Plan. Slinger is recognized as a Tree City
U.S.A. from the National Arbor Day Foundation for the Village’s ongoing efforts with its urban forest.

Refer to Chapter 8 for more information on the Department’s annual budget.

Village of Slinger Parks System

The Village of Slinger currently has 59 acres of developed park, recreation, and open space areas distributed
among four public parks — Community Park, Fireman’s Park Annex, Fireman's Park Upper, and Rueckl Fields Park.
Once complete, Breuer Park will add an additional 67 acres to the park system, including 38 acres that are free
of environmental constraints and potentially suitable for active recreation. Once developed, the Arboretum at
Cedar Bluffs will add an additional 8.8 acres to the park system. These two additions will grow the park system to
a total of 135 acres.

Figure 3.1 Village of Slinger Park System, 2020
Park Name Classification Total Size Unconstrained Acres

Community Park Community Park 7.58 acres 7.58 acres

Community Park 10.53 acres 9.27 acres
Neighborhood Park 13.83 acres 1.68 acres
Neighborhood Park 12.58 acres 9.67 acres
Conservancy Area 14.23 acres 19.00 acres
59.03 acres 37.47 acres

The following pages include an inventory of the Village’s parks, as well as Slinger School District and regional park
and recreation facilities that are private, county, or state owned. Each Village of Slinger park is detailed with
current recreational facilities/equipment, images, maps, a description of recent park upgrades, and remaining
upgrades need to provide full ADA accessibility.
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Community Parks

Community Park
128 Kettle Moraine Drive North

Community Park is the central hub of Slinger’s park system. The Slinger community has offered broad support for
maintaining and upgrading facilities in the park. Community Park consists of 7.85 acres in downtown Slinger and
was completely renovated, with most of the facilities constructed after 2000. Given the high level of activity in
Community Park, as well as its highly visible location in downtown Slinger, the park is integral to the growing
success of the downtown area.

Park Facilities:

Little League field with lighting

Softball field with lighting

Batting Cage

Large park shelter with concessions and electricity
Basketball /pickleball court with lighting
Playground

Sand volleyball court

Restrooms

Concessions

Off-street parking

Community Park Trail: asphalt trail and
boardwalk

Trailhead for Ice Age Trail
Flag
Memorial

Signage

The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department has near-term plans to contract with a private party to provide a
mobile beer garden to Community Park during the summer months. Food trucks are also planned during peak times.
It is also currently in the process of constructing a new multi-use trail through Community Park and adjoining lands.
Refer to page ___ for a description of the trail project.

ADA Accessibility in Community Park

The open-air shelter, restrooms, concession stand, both ballfield dugouts, basketball court, and playground all meet
ADA standards. The batting cage, sand volleyball court, and basketball court do not meet ADA standards. The
batting cage and sand volleyball court are located behind the outfield fence of the smaller ballfield. This location
makes accessibility difficult and cost prohibitive. Due to the large number of APA upgrades completed in recent
years, there are no plan to further meet ADA accessibility guidelines at this time.
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Map 3.2: Community Park Map
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Fireman’s Park Annex
645 Baehring Drive

Located just north of Highway 60, Fireman’s Park Annex is Slinger’s second-largest park at 10.53 acres. Canadian
National and Wisconsin & Southern Railroad tracks to the north separate the park from the Slinger High School
complex. In the past five years, the Village added a disc golf course and updated both restrooms. In 2019, the
Village determined that the lining of the pond had reached the end of its useful life and closed the pond.

As of this writing, the Village was in the process of planning for a splash pad and inclusive playground at this park,
with the goal of the facility being completed by the summer of 2021.

Park Facilities:

e Splash pad (planned)

® Inclusive playground (planned)

e Warming house with concessions, community
space, restrooms, and showers

Disc golf course

Sledding hill

Woalking trail connecting to Fireman’s Park Upper
Off-street parking

Open space

Signage

ADA Accessibility in Fireman’s Park Annex Park

The warming house, locker room, restrooms, and most of the outside areas are ADA accessible. The sledding hill
does not meet ADA standards. There are no plans to make this site accessible. The Reflection Pavilion on top of the
sledding hill is not accessible. There are no plans to make this site accessible, as the updates are cost prohibitive.

Plans to further meet ADA accessibility guidelines: The new splash pad and inclusive playground will be fully ADA
accessible.
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Map 3.3: Fireman’s Park Upper & Fireman’s Park Annex Map
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Neighborhood Parks

Fireman’s Park Upper
116 Parkway Drive

This 13.83-acre neighborhood park provides passive recreation and panoramic views of the adjacent Fireman’s
Park Annex and the northeastern portion of Slinger. This park is Slinger’s oldest park and was developed on land
donated to the Village by the Slinger Fire Department. A small shelter was dedicated in 1970 and was built with
bricks donated from Slinger’s former Storck Brewery smokestacks. The design and detailing of the pavilion are
influenced by the Prairie School style of architecture.

Park Facilities:

e Large open-air shelter with electricity

Small shelter with electricity, fireplace, and
restrooms

Basketball hoops
Disc golf course
Gazebo
Horseshoe pits
Off-street parking
Picnic areas

Playground

Sand volleyball court

Scenic overlook

Walking trail /stairs to Fireman’s Park Annex
Woalking and hiking trails

Signage

ADA Accessibility in Fireman’s Park Upper

Fireman’s Park Upper is the Village’s oldest park and the most difficult to update to accessibility standards due to
its challenging topography. The open-air shelter is fully accessible. The restrooms and connection shelter do not
meet standards. This facility is built into a hill, making accessibility extremely difficult. The playground is not
currently accessible, as it is built on a hill near the small brick shelter and restrooms. The sand volleyball court is not
accessible.

Plans to further meet ADA accessibility guidelines: Upgrade playground equipment and relocate playground to a
different location that can be ADA accessible.
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Rueckl Fields Park
1030 Lou’s Way

This park is located adjacent to Slinger Middle School and consists of 5.7 acres of land. Significant investments
have been made since 2009, and few upgrades remain.

Park Facilities:

e Two little league fields with lighting

e Concessions building with restrooms and storage
e  Open air pavilion

e Playground

e  Picnic tables

e  Open space

e  Off-street parking

e Signage

ADA Accessibility in Rueckl Fields Park

Brendan’s Playground, the open-air pavilion,
restrooms, concession stand, and the dugouts and
bleacher area for both ballfields all meet ADA
standards due to significant upgrades made to this
park. The batting cage behind the outfield fences is
the only facility that does not meet ADA standards.

Chapter 3: Existing Park and Recreational Facilities




Map 3.4: Rueckl Fields Park
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Breuer Park (Undeveloped)
4262 STH 175

This 67.25-acre property is the newest addition to Slinger’s park system. Over 32 acres of wetlands were
dedicated to the Village by the developer of the adjacent Farmstead Creek neighborhood. A Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources assisted with the purchase of 20 acres of
additional farmland immediately to the north of the wetland area. In 2019, the Village purchased an additional
14.5 acres further north in order to accommodate a future baseball complex and other desired park facilities.

This park is currently undeveloped. The Village has begun preparing a Master Plan for Breuver Park with the
expectation that the park will be developed in 2021-2022. Refer to Chapter 7 for a description of the facilities
planned for the park.

ADA Accessibility in Brever Park

This park will be built to meet ADA standards.
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Map 3.5: Breuer Park Map (Undeveloped)
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Conservancy and Open Space Areas

Arboretum at Cedar Bluffs
515 Cedar Bluffs Way

This 8.8-acre wooded area is located on the east side of Slinger, north of Highway 60. Initial development of this
park will likely include a scenic trail.
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Map 3.6: Arboretum at Cedar Bluffs Map (Undeveloped)
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Community Park Natural Area
End of Glen Hill Drive

This 14.2-acre area was acquired by the Village of Slinger through a Municipal Flood Control Grant from the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. In 2020, the Village developed Community Park Trail through this
ared, which provided better public access to this grassy open space. Due to existing wetlands and the important
flood control role this area plays, this park will remain in use for passive recreation, and no further development is
recommended.
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Map 3.7: Community Park Natural Area Map
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Off-Street Recreation Trails

Ice Age National Scenic Trail is the primary designated trail in Slinger. The 1.5-mile Slinger segment, which runs
primarily on Village streets, starts on the southwest side from the CTH CC/STH 60 intersection and continues
northeast on an abandoned road that leads to Howard Avenue and continues east to Kettle Moraine Drive and
into the Village of Slinger. The segment passes Community Park before reaching its endpoint

at the Cedar Creek Road intersection and connecting to the Pike Lake segment of the Trail.

The Village has constructed an Ice Age Trail trailhead in Community Park and is in the

process of developing the Community Park Trail, which will run through Community Park and

provide an alternative to the on-street segment of the Ice Age Trail. The Community Park

Trail has been designated as officially part of the Ice Age Trail.

Slinger has been designated as an Ice Age Trail Community, which is a designation for
communities near the Ice Age Trail intended to increase awareness of the Ice Age Trail and
improve the quality of life in Wisconsin communities.

COMMUNITY PARK TRAIL

The Slinger Community Park Trail project involves developing a new Ice Age Trail connector loop through Slinger
Community Park and adjoining lands. The proposed 1.2-mile trail will primarily consist of a 10-foot-wide asphalt
trail, at times using raised boardwalk where it traverses wetlands. Both the boardwalk and paved trail will be
open year-round and allow multi-modal use, including walking, bicycling, skating, snowshoeing, and cross-county
skiing. Amenities will include trash receptacles, a rest area with trees and benches, bike racks, and wayfinding
and interpretive signage. The trail will traverse a natural and scenic area, meandering around Glen Hill Pond
and through the unique Kettle Moraine landscape. This was partly funded by a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Currently, the Ice Age Trail in Slinger runs on Village streets Coplcdigriut kay But, rTeifeh ity PYIR T @il off-street,
nature-oriented alternative to the on-street trail and wiii connect to the existing ice Age Traii in two iocations,

creating a loop. The Village is working with the Ice Age Trail Alliance to determine if the trail can be officially
designated as part of the Ice Age Trail.

In addition, the trail will provide public access
to a large Village-owned parcel not currently
part of the Village’s park and recreation
system. While open to public use, the parcel is
not easily accessible due to fact that it is
“landlocked” by privately-owned property,
wetlands, and steep stopes. The Community
Park Trail project will provide broader public
access and up-close access to the natural
wetland landscape.

Finally, the trail will support connectivity
throughout the Village by enhancing and
expanding access to several neighborhoods,
Cedar Creek Road, Kettle Moraine Drive,
Community Park, downtown businesses,

Little Switzerland, Slinger Speedway, and
other local destinations.
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School Facilities

The Village of Slinger Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department and Slinger School District maintain a strong
partnership. They have a cooperative agreement for maintenance in which the Department is contracted to
maintain many of the facilities, including all of the fields. Furthermore, many of the School District’s outdoor and
indoor facilities are used for public recreation.

Slinger School District Outdoor Facilities
Slinger High School:

1 large playground
o 3 full size soccer fields
1 full size artificial turf football field

[ ]
e Addison Elementary School
e 2 soccer fields
1 quarter-mile track e 2 large lawn areas (2 acres)
2 full size hardball fields e 3 basketball hoops
[ )
[ ]
[ ]
[ )

8 tennis courts 1 little league field
1 full size hardball field
1 large playground

1 small playground

Slinger Middle School:

o 1 full size football field

e 6 basketball hoops

e 1 large lawn area used for soccer, baseball, and Allenton Elementary School:
football practice e 1 large soccer field

e 1 small soccer field

e 1 full basketball court

o 1 large playground area

Slinger Elementary School:

e 2 acres of lawn area

Slinger School District Gymnasiums

Slinger High School Gymnasium: This is the highest quality and most utilized gym in Slinger. The facility has wood
floors, bleachers, and six basketball hoops. The gym is large enough to have two regulation-size courts running
side by side as well as a large full-court main floor area. This accommodates two full-court basketball games
played at the same time for tournament use or any type of recreational league games.

Slinger High School Auxiliary Gymnasium
(Formerly Auditorium): This facility is connected to
the main gym and can be separated by a large
raised /lowered curtain. The auxiliary gym has one
regulation-sized court with six hoops with a small
section of bleachers. The side courts are not
regulation size; however, they can be used as full
courts for youth recreational leagues. There are two
raised /lowered net batting cages.

Slinger High School Fitness Center: This facility is
connected to the auxiliary Gym. The fitness center
includes a large of amount weights and fitness
equipment (elliptical machines, treadmills, etc.) It has
two open areas; one on the main floor and one on
the balcony, that can be utilized for recreational
fitness programs/classes.

Slinger Performing Arts Center (Slinger PAC): This
facility serves as the district performance center providing a large stage area with audience seating. The stage
area can be utilized for recreational programs/classes and their performances.
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Slinger Performing Arts Center Lobby (PAC Lobby): This facility is connected to the Slinger PAC. It is an open
carpeted area with multiple tables and lounge furniture with available rest rooms. The area can be utilized for

multiple recreational programs/classes. (Picture
Needed)

Slinger Middle School Gymnasium: This gym has
one full-sized regulation basketball court with ten
basketball hoops and wood floors. It also has a
smaller auditorium area that features a small state
and a non-regulation-sized court.

Slinger Middle School Auditorium: This facility
doubles as an auditorium and a smaller supplemental
gym to the primary gymnasium space at the Middle
School. The space has two basketball hoops.

Addison Elementary Gymnasium: This small gym
has one full-sized basketball court with six hoops. It
also features a wooden floor and small stage. The
baskets at this facility can be raised and lowered,
which makes it another option for running camps and

clinics for Slinger’s youngest athletes. This facility is also used for before and after school programming during the

school year.

Allenton Elementary Gymnasium: This is an extremely small, older facility with tile floors and does not have a
regulation-sized basketball court. This facility is used for before- and after-school programming during the school

year.

Slinger Elementary Gymnasium: This small gym has one full-sized basketball court with a wood floor, bleachers,
six hoops and a stage. This facility is used for before- and after-school programs year round.

Recreation Groups Utilizing Slinger School District Gymnasiums and Facilities

School Physical Education Classes
School Athletic Teams
School Choir
School Band
School Color Guard
Slinger High School Play
Slinger Recreation Department
Slinger HOOPS (Boys’ Basketball)
Slinger Swish (Girls’ Basketball)
. Slinger On Base Club (Hardball)
. Slinger Storm (Fast-Pitch Softball)
. Slinger Set Volleyball Club
. Slinger Soccer Club
. Red Rhinos Wrestling Club
. Kool Kids Club (Before and After School Program)
. Community Events & Performances
. St. Peter’s Catholic School - Slinger School District
facilities

VWONOCOAWN =

NOONWN—=O
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Regional Recreational Facilities

Private Facilities in and near Slinger

Little Switzerland (105 Cedar Creek Road): The ski resort opened in 1941 and has 18 ski runs on the front and
back of the 66-acre hill, three terrain parks, and a chalet with a full service restaurant, bar, game room, snack
bar, and pro shop. The resort also has facilities for alpine adventuring, sand volleyball, and mountain biking.

Slinger Speedway (280 Cedar Creek Road): This 30-acre speedway has a quarter-mile, paved, oval, automobile
track with 33-degree banked corners and an internal X for figure-eight racing. The facility holds races every
Sunday evening (seasonally), which are open to the public for a fee.

Kettle Moraine Bowl (1021 E. Commerce Boulevard): This bowling alley offers open bowling and organized
leagues for all ages.

Scenic View Country Club (4415 Club Drive): This 18-hole golf course is located in the Town of Polk, just south of
Slinger, and consists of 217 total acres. The club has a clubhouse, restaurant, shower /locker facilities, and lounges.

Woashington County Parks near Slinger
Heritage Trails County Park: This park consists of
234 acres of rolling Kettle Moraine hills, valleys,
and meadows in the Town of Polk. This park
provides many panoramic views, miles of hiking
trails and picnic areas, mountain bike trails, and a
disc golf course.

Glacier Hills County Park: This park consists of 140
acres and is an excellent example of a glacier
moraine with rugged terrain, wooded trails and
picturesque views of Holy Hill. The park has 1,200
feet of Friess Lake frontage and provides fishing
areas, play equipment, a swimming beach,
playfields, sand volleyball, a basketball court,
cross-country ski trails, and restroom facilities.

State Facilities near Slinger

Kettle Moraine State Forest — Pike Lake Unit: This
705-acre state forest and lake is in the middle of the Kettle Moraine, a strip of glacial landforms which extends
through southeastern Wisconsin to Lake Winnebago. Pike Lake is on Highway 60 the Town of Hartford, just
between the City of Hartford and the Village of Slinger. The forest name refers to Pike Lake, a 466-acre, spring-
fed kettle.

National Features near Slinger

Ice Age National Scenic Trail: The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is one of only 11 national scenic trails in the
United States. The Trail stretches for 1,200 miles across Wisconsin, following the glacial moraines stretching from
Door County to and through the Kettle Moraine area in Southeastern Wisconsin. Through strategic state and local
partnerships, trail segments are being connected through land acquisition and easements. The Washington County
portion of the Ice Age Trail is in the Kettle Moraine along its entire route through the County. Several notable
kames, including Holy Hill, Powder Hill, and the Polk Kames, dominate the landscape. As the Trail passes through
Slinger, it serves as a connection between the Polk Kames and the Pike Lake State Forest. The Ice Age Trail is
designated only for hiking, but segments that run on-street, as well the new Community Park Trail in Slinger, are
available for multi-modal use.
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Map 3.8: Regional Recreation Facilities Near Slinger
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Slinger Recreation Programming

Village of Slinger Recreation Sports Leagues

In addition to a wide array of recreational activities, the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department offers
numerous sport leagues for both youth and adult participants. In 2019/2020, the Department offered 19 different
sports leagues to Slinger residents. The Department now has more than 100 different teams participating in the
leagues listed. Those leagues include:

e 2nd-6th Grade Coed e Boys Baseball AA
e Basketball League e Boys Baseball A
e 2nd / 3rd Grade Flag Football e Boys Baseball AAA
o AK T-Ball e Girls Softball Major
e 4th-6th Grad Flag Football e  Girls Softball Junior
e 4th-6th Grade Volleyball League e High School Tennis League
e  Adult Pickleball League e little Gridders Flag Football
e Adult Coed Softball League e Boys Rookie Baseball
e Adult Women's Slow-pitch Softball League e Girls Rookie Softball
e Beginners Baseball
of Tea ractice
Association Players Facility Needs Seasons Times Comments
Slinger Little 45-50 Teams Community Park Spring Weekly, Games are played
League 400-500 Players  Softball Field Summer  Various Monday-Friday on all
Program Community Park Times four fields. All four fields
4 Years Old — Rueckl Park 2 Little have lights.
Grade 8 League Fields
Middle School Ballfields are also used
Football Field by Slinger Storm, On
Base Club, and Slinger
High School Fast Pitch.
The high demand for
ballfields is expected to
be met by the
development of four
ballfields at Breuer Park.
Slinger Youth 16 Teams Community Park Fall Wednesday, As this league continues
Flag Football 150-175 Players  Softball Field Thursday to grow, the Village will
Program 5K- Community Park Evening, need to secure
Grade 6 Little League Field Saturday additional adequate
playing facilities. Breuer
Park is expected to
provide some additional
playing fields.
Slinger Youth 8 Teams Addison Elementary = Winter Wednesday These leagues are known
Basketball 88-96 Players School Gym Nights to be “bounding back.”
Leagues Both the girls’ and boys’
Grades 2-6 leagues have been

growing in numbers in
the past two years.
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Name of
Association
Slinger Youth
Volleyball
League
Grades 4-6

Slinger Select
Basketball
Teams
HOOPS Boys,
Grades 3-8
SWISH Girls,
Grades 3-8

Teams
Separate
teams for each
level, 9-14

On Base Club
Baseball

Girls Fast Pitch
Softball Team
Ages 9-18
Slinger Storm

Slinger High
School Girls
Fast Pitch
Team
Freshman
Team

JV Team
Varsity Team
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# of Teams/
Players

6 Teams
60-72 Players

8 Boys Teams
6 Girls Teams
180 Kids

2007:

4 Teams-50 Kids

2014:

6 Teams-72 Kids

2007:

First Year of
Program

1 Team-14 Girls

2014:

6 Teams, 72 Girls

Freshman Team
4 Kids

JV Team
14 Kids

Varsity Team
14 Kids

Facility Needs
Slinger Middle
School Gym

Slinger High School
Gym

Slinger Middle
School Gym

Slinger Elementary
Addison Elementary
Allenton Elementary

Community Park
Little League Field
Rueckl Park 2 Little
League Fields

High School
Baseball field
School gyms for
winter practices
High School Practice
Field

Addison Elementary
Ball Fields

Rueckl Park 2 Little
League Fields
Community Park
Little League Field
School gyms for
winter practices

Rueckl Park 2 Little
League Fields
Community Park
Little League Field
High School Practice
Field

Practice
Seasons Times
Winter Monday
Nights
Winter Sundays,
Weeknight
Evenings,
Saturdays
Spring Weekdays
Summer  Various
Fall Times,
Winter Weekend
Tournaments
Spring Weekdays
Summer  Various
Fall Times,
Winter Weekend
Tournaments
Spring Weekdays
3:00-5:00

Comments

This league is growing in
popularity but is
competing for gym
space with various other
leagues, teams, and
organizations.

This select team program
is run in conjunction with
the Slinger High School
coaching staffs. These
programs would like to
expand; however,
available gym space
makes finding practice
times difficult.

This program struggles
with facility usage for
both practice space and
game space. The Village
only has four ball fields
total. The select league is
constantly in competition
with the Recreational
Little League Program
for field use. They also
have started year-round
practices, which puts
additional strain on
limited gym space.

This is a newer program
that started in 2007. It
has grown in popularity;
however, it is another
program that requires
the use of the Village
baseball/softball fields.
It also now requires gym
space for winter
practices.

The High School Fast
Pitch softball teams use
the Village parks for
games because they do
not have their own
facility for these teams.
Their usage adds
additional strain on field
availability.
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Monthly Activities in Slinger School Gymnasiums

e Boys Middle School Basketball Teams

e Freshman Girls Basketball

e  Freshman Wrestling

Freshman Boys Basketball

High School Softball Skills and Drills

JV Boys Basketball

JV Girls Basketball

e JV Wrestling

e Recreation Department Adult Volleyball Open
Gym

e Recreation Department Boys Basketball League

® Recreation Department Girls Basketball League

e Recreation Department Open Gym Adult
Basketball Over 40

e Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Adult

e Boys Middle School Basketball Teams
e Freshman Boys Basketball

e Freshman Wrestling

e Freshman Girls Basketball

e High School Soccer Open Gym

e High School Softball Skills and Drills
e ]V Boys Basketball

e JV Girls Basketball

e JV Wrestling

e Kool Kids Before and After School Program

e Recreation Department Adult Volleyball Open
Gym

e Recreation Department Coed Basketball Camps
e Recreation Department Boys Basketball League
e Recreation Department Girls Basketball League

e Boys Middle School Track
Family Dance Night

Freshman Boys Basketball
Freshman Boys Tennis Practice
Freshman Girls Basketball
Freshman Girls Soccer Practice
Freshman Softball Practice

Freshman Track Practices

Girls Middle School Volleyball

High School Soccer Open Gym
High School Softball Skills and Drills
JV Boys Basketball

JV Boys Tennis Practice

e JV Girls Basketball

Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Over 30

Recreation Department Youth Volleyball Leagues
Red Rhinos Youth Wrestling
Slinger HOOPS Basketball Club and Tournament

Slinger On Base Club and Kool Kids Before and
After School Program

Slinger Storm

Slinger SWISH Girls Basketball Club
Varsity Boys Basketball

Varsity Girls Basketball

Varsity Wrestling

Youth Soccer Open Gym

High School Soccer Open Gym

Recreation Department Open Gym Adult
Basketball Over 40

Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Adult

Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Over 30
Recreation Department Youth Volleyball Leagues

Slinger HOOPS Boys Basketball Club and
Tournament

Slinger On Base Club

Slinger Storm

Slinger SWISH Girls Basketball Club
Varsity Boys Basketball

Varsity Girls Basketball

Varsity Wrestling

Youth Soccer Open Gym

Recreation Department Adult Volleyball Open
Gym

Recreation Department Open Gym Adult
Basketball Over 40

Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Adult

Recreation Department Open Gym Basketball
Over 30

Recreation Department Youth Volleyball Leagues
Red Rhinos Youth Wrestling

Slinger HOOPS Boys Basketball Club

Slinger On Base Club

Slinger Storm

Slinger SWISH Girls Basketball Club

Varsity Boys Tennis Practice
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JV Girls Soccer Practice

JV Softball Practice

JV Track Practices

Kool Kids Before and After School Program

Adult Open Gym Basketball

Boys Baseball Spring Training

Boys Middle School Track

Color Guard Practice

Faculty vs. Senior Basketball Game
Freshman Boys Track

Freshman Girls Fast-pitch

Freshman Girls Soccer

Freshman Girls Track

Girls Middle School Volleyball

High School Boys Basketball Open Gym
High School Girls Basketball Skills and Drills
High School Wrestling Open Gym

JV Boys Track

JV Girls Fast Pitch

5th Grade Fun Night

Adversity Club Volleyball

Boys High School Open Gym Basketball
Boys Middle School Track

Color Guard Practice

Freshman High School Boys Track
Freshman High School Fast Pitch
Freshman High School Girls Soccer
Freshman High School Girls Track

Girls High School Skills and Drills Basketball
Girls Middle School Volleyball

JV High School Boys Track

Addison Elementary Awards Night

Adversity Club Volleyball Open Gym

Boys Basketball Open Gym

Boys Summer Basketball Camps

Girls High School Skills and Drills Basketball
Girls Summer Basketball Camps

Grid Iron Youth Football Equipment Hand Out
High School Graduation Ceremony

June

Varsity Boys Basketball
Varsity Girls Basketball
Varsity Girls Soccer Practice
Varsity Softball Practice
Varsity Track Practices
Youth Soccer Open Gym

JV Girls Soccer

JV Girls Track

Kool Kids Before and After School program
On Base Club Youth Baseball Practice
Over 30 Open Gym Basketball

Over 40 Open Gym Basketball

Red Rhinos Wrestling

Slinger Storm Youth Fast Pitch Practice
Soccer Club Open Gym

Varsity Boys Track

Varsity Girls Fast Pitch

Varsity Girls Soccer

Varsity Girls Track

Youth Girls Basketball Skills and Drills

JV High School Fast Pitch

JV High School Girls Soccer

JV High School Girls Track

Kool Kids Club Before and After School Program
Open Gym High School Wrestling

Senior Class Pictures

Skills and Drills High School Girls Basketball
Varsity High School Boys Track

Varsity High School Fast Pitch

Varsity High School Girls Soccer

Varsity High School Girls Track

High School Volleyball Open Gym

Kool Kids Club Day Care

Morning Basketball